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"I w ant to put it 
out of m y pow e r, or th at of m y s ucce s s ors , to do 
m is ch ie f."



    "Th e  s pirit of th e  tim e s  m ay alte r, w ill alte r. Our rule rs  
w ill be com e  corrupt, our pe ople  care le s s . A s ingle  z e alot 
m ay be com e  pe rs e cutor, and be tte r m e n be  h is  victim s . It 
can ne ve r be  too ofte n re pe ate d th at th e  tim e  for fixing 
e ve ry e s s e ntial righ t, on a le gal bas is , is  w h ile  our rule rs  
are  h one s t, ours e lve s  unite d. From  th e  conclus ion of th is  
w ar w e  s h all be  going dow n h ill. It w ill not th e n be  
ne ce s s ary to re s ort e ve ry m om e nt to th e  pe ople  for 
s upport. Th e y w ill be  forgotte n, th e re fore , and th e ir righ ts  
dis re garde d. Th e y w ill forge t th e m s e lve s  in th e  s ole  
faculty of m ak ing m one y, and w ill ne ve r th ink  of uniting to 
e ffe ct a due  re s pe ct for th e ir righ ts . Th e  s h ack le s , 
th e re fore , w h ich  s h all not be  k nock e d off at th e  
conclus ion of th is  w ar, w ill be  h e avie r and h e avie r, till our 
righ ts  s h all re vive  or e xpire  in a convuls ion." 



us e le s s  s acrifice s  of th e m s e lve s  by th e  ge ne ration of '76 
to acq uire  s e lf-gove rnm e nt and h appine s s  to th e ir 
country, is  to be  th row n aw ay by th e  unw is e  and 
unw orth y pas s ions  of th e ir s ons , and th at m y only 
cons olation is  to be  th at I s h all not live  to s e e  it." 



"vie w  to tak e  its  ordinary branch e s  out 
of th e  h ands  of private  e nte rpris e , w h ich  m anage s  s o 
m uch  be tte r th e  conce rns  to w h ich  it is  e q ual";

  "Le t th e  ge ne ral gove rnm e nt be  re duce d to fore ign 
conce rns  only, and le t our affairs  be  dis e ntangle d from  
th os e  of all oth e r nations , e xce pt as  to com m e rce , w h ich  
th e  m e rch ants  w ill m anage  for th e m s e lve s , and th e  
ge ne ral gove rnm e nt m ay be  re duce d to a ve ry s im ple  
organiz ation, and a ve ry ine xpe ns ive  one ; a fe w  plain 
dutie s  to be  pe rform e d by a fe w  s e rvants ." 

H ow  are  vacancie s  
to be  obtaine d? Th os e  by de ath s  are  fe w ; by re s ignation 
none ."

"Th e  Cons titution is  a m e re  th ing of 
w ax in th e  h ands  of th e  Judiciary, w h ich  th e y m ay tw is t 
and s h ape  in any form  th e y ple as e ." 

    "I re gre t th at I am  now  to die  in th e  be lie f th at th e  



 "Confide nce ,"
"is  e ve ryw h e re  th e  pare nt of 

de s potis m ; fre e  gove rnm e nt is  founde d in je alous y, not in 
confide nce ; it is  je alous y, not confide nce , w h ich  
pre s cribe s  lim ite d cons titutions  to bind dow n th os e  w h om  
w e  are  oblige d to trus t w ith  pow e r; our Cons titution h as  

incapable  of a w h ole s om e  care  ove r s o w ide  a s pre ad of 
s urface ."



accordingly fixe d th e  lim its  to w h ich , and no furth e r, our 
confide nce  m ay go... In q ue s tions  of pow e r, le t no m ore  
be  h e ard of confide nce  in m an, but bind h im  dow n from  
m is ch ie f by th e  ch ains  of th e  Cons titution."

"to be  bound by 
law s  m ade , not w ith  our. cons e nt, but by oth e rs  agains t 
our cons e nt--th at is , to s urre nde r th e  form  of gove rnm e nt 
w e  h ave  ch os e n, and to live  unde r one  de riving its  
pow e rs  from  its  ow n w ill, and not from  our auth ority."

W e  
s h all s e e  m ultiplie d ins tance s  of Europe ans  com ing to 
Am e rica, but no m an living w ill e ve r s e e n an ins tance  of 
an Am e rican re m oving to s e ttle  in Europe , and continuing 
th e re ."

"W e  s h all be  virtuous  as  
long as  agriculture  is  our principal obje ct, w h ich  w ill be  
th e  cas e  as  long as  th e re  re m ain vacant lands  in any part 
of Am e rica. W h e n w e  ge t pile d upon one  anoth e r in large  
citie s , as  in Europe , w e  s h all be com e  corrupt as  in 
Europe , and go to e ating one  anoth e r as  th e y do th e re ."

 "If e ve r th is  vas t 
country is  brough t unde r a s ingle  gove rnm e nt, it w ill be  
one  of th e  m os t e xte ns ive  corruption, indiffe re nt and 



    "Socie tie s  e xis t unde r th re e  form s , s ufficie ntly 
dis tinguis h able . 1. W ith out gove rnm e nt, as  am ong our 
Indians . 2. Unde r gove rnm e nt w h e re in th e  w ill of e ve ry 
one  h as  a jus t influe nce ; as  is  th e  cas e  in England in a 
s ligh t de gre e , and in our State s  in a gre at one . 3. Unde r 
gove rnm e nt of force , as  is  th e  cas e  in all oth e r 
m onarch ie s , and in m os t of th e  oth e r re publics . To h ave  
an ide a of th e  curs e  of e xis te nce  in th e s e  las t, th e y m us t 
be  s e e n. It is  a gove rnm e nt of w olve s  ove r s h e e p. It is  a 
proble m  not cle ar in m y m ind th at th e  firs t condition is  not 
th e  be s t. But I be lie ve  it to be  incons is te nt w ith  any gre at 
de gre e  of population. Th e  s e cond s tate  h as  a gre at de al 
of good in it...It h as  its  e vils  too, th e  principal of w h ich  is  
th e  turbule nce  to w h ich  it is  s ubje ct. ...But e ve n th is  e vil is  



productive  of good. It pre ve nts  th e  de ge ne racy of 
gove rnm e nt, and nouris h e s  a ge ne ral atte ntion to public 
affairs . I h old th at a little  re be llion now  and th e n is  a good 
th ing." 

    "God forbid th at w e  s h ould e ve r be  tw e nty ye ars  
w ith out s uch  a re be llion!...W h at country can pre s e rve  its  
libe rtie s  if its  rule rs  are  not w arne d from  tim e  to tim e  th at 
th e  pe ople  pre s e rve  th e  s pirit of re s is tance ? Le t th e m  
tak e  up arm s ... Th e  tre e  of libe rty m us t be  re fre s h e d from  
tim e  to tim e  w ith  th e  blood of patriots  and tyrants . It is  its  
natural m anure ." 

"Gove rnm e nt at be s t is  a ne ce s s ary 
e vil, at w ors t an intole rable  one ,"

"Oh  w e ll, h e
w as  an infide l!"

"Th e  blood of th e  pe ople  h as  be com e  
its  inh e ritance , and th os e  w h o fatte n on it w ill not 
re linq uis h  it e as ily."

"for 
h e  avow e d th e  opinion th at m an could be  gove rne d by 
tw o m otive s  only, force  or inte re s t"




